95 to 96 - 4R70W Valve Body

I have had much trouble with the initial 95 transmission I installed in my early Bronco.  The problem was finally corrected when I changed to a newer valve body.  I picked up a second core transmission from a 96 F150 thinking the valve body would be the same as my 95.  Well it is not the same.  The 96 is better than the 95 valve body I had been trying to use.  Here are the reasons why I think it is better.

Below is the bottom of a valve body from a 95 - F150 – 4R70W.  Note it has only 6 bolts holding the bottom plate on before it is bolted to the transmission.
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Below is a second valve body from a 96 – F150 – 4R70W.  Note that it has 12 bolts holding this bottom plate on.  They both use the same additional number of bolts to attach to the transmission.  The 96 uses 6 more bolts to begin with.  The 96 also uses a paper gasket where the 95 requires a more expensive silicone bead gasket.
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If you want to use the 96 or newer valve body in the older 95 case you will need dowel spacers.  The 96 and newer valve bodies use two smaller diameter dowels to align the valve body onto the bottom of the transmission.  Part number for the dowel is F6AZ7K720A and they cost $11.60 for a pair from Ford.  You will also need to use the gaskets for the year of valve body.  If you use newer valve bodies you may need some other details as they use a circuit board in place of some of the wiring.  Check the tccoa.com site for further details.
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